
the SUN by-the-Sea

Remember when you bought your Christmas
tree from Canning’s Christmas tree lot?  We
were on the corner of Wisteria and New Jer-
sey Avenue in Wildwood Crest.  From ap-
proximately  1958 to 1977, my dad, Frank
Canning and I sold and flocked Christmas
trees, and also sold decorations from after
Thanksgiving up to Christmas Eve.

Before the building known as the Colony
Arms Apartments, which is located on that
same lot now, was built in 1978, there were
3 little garages that were on the lot.  For
many years the garages were used typically
for storage, but then in 1958 my dad Frank
and Mom Dorothy decided to sell Christmas
trees and a few outside decorations for the
holidays.  Right after Thanksgiving the stakes
for the trees would be put in place.  My dad
and I would travel to Philadelphia and pick
up the trees at the Philadelphia train yards.
We would bring back beautiful balsams, firs,
and pine trees, and also a variety of Christ-
mas decorations which included over 100
wreaths to sell in the end garage which we
converted into a little store.  We put a space
heater in the little store which kept us warm
on some of the freezing days and nights of
the approaching holidays.  Having a full time
job during the day, I was only able to help
my dad at night, but worked the trees all
day Saturday and Sunday.  Sometime in the
late 60’s or 70’s we bought a flocking ma-
chine.  Needless to say the trees were gor-
geous with the flocking.  Along with the
decorations that were sold in the little store,
we also sold hand made grave blankets for
loved ones.

In 1962 my mom, Dorothy, and my dad’s sis-
ter Katherine McDonald, decided they
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wanted to try their hand at running a take-
out kitchen in the summer.  So what was a
Christmas store and tree business in the win-
ter, became a take-out kitchen in the sum-
mer.  Seems like my parents and Aunt Kay,
may have been early entrepreneurs of their
time.  But no one was thinking that back then.
While the front garage was used for taking
orders and selling salads and desserts etc.,
the middle garage had to be converted into
a cooking kitchen.  There would be 1 day a
week where they would have a “special”,
such as baked chicken with stuffing and
mashed potatoes.  Back in the 60’s and 70’s
there was still “no meat on Friday’s” in some
churches.  This made their fish platters so
popular that on Friday’s there would be a
line from the pavement to inside the store.
The platters at the time were only $1.40, and
that included French Fries and Cole Slaw,
roll, butter and utensils.  Wow!!!  Most of
our help throughout the years were the lo-
cal High School students.

In 1978 a new era was started.  On the lot
where the 3 little garages once stood, my
wife Rita and I built a new Canning’s Take-
out Kitchen, our home and the Colony Arms
Apartments.

Also in those early years, my dad the late
Captain Frank Canning, ran an 8 hr. party
boat called “The Angler” out of Sinns dock
between Sweetbriar and Wisteria Road on
Park Blvd.  His Father Patrick (my Grandfa-
ther) owned a boat called “The Reliance”
which fished out of Cape May.  After my
grandfather Patrick passed away, my father,
Frank, sold his boat, “The Angler”, and
bought “The Reliance” from his mother,
which sailed out of Kurtz’s Dock between
Sweetbriar and Cardinal Road on Park Blvd.
For years because I loved fishing and being
a deck hand, I tried to be a deck hand on
my dad’s boat, but because I suffered from
motion sickness, it was never meant to be.

My dad, Captain Frank Canning, also fished
commercially in the winter for cod fish.  His
boat, “The Reliance”, was docked at 2 Mile
dock for the winter.  When Rita and I were
in High School we would double date on the
weekends with one of my best friends and
his date.  After we took our girlfriends home
(around 11 pm), we would head down to 2
Mile dock, my friend and I would bait-up
hooks for my dad to use for his cod fishing.
This way we could earn some spending
money to take our girlfriends on future dates.

There are so many great memories I have of
growing up in Wildwood Crest, but I hope
these are just a few that bring
back “Happy Memories”
in the 100 year
celebration
of Wildwood
Crest.

In 1969, 2 of our 3 daughters would come over
to the Christmas tree lot and play. Kellie Can-
ning (left) was 3 yrs. old and Maureen Can-
ning (right) was 5 yrs. old.

Canning’s Take-Out Kitchen, 6300 N.J. Ave., Wildwood Crest in 1972

The first menu from
Canning’s Take-Out Kitchen in 1963

Here is a great old postcard (front & back) with
my grandfather, Capt. Patrick F. Canning in the
insert. This was the original “Reliance” which my
father, Capt. Frank Canning, purchased from his
mom after his dad passed away.

I was about 9 yrs.
old standing next
to my dad, Capt.
Frank Canning, on
his first party boat
“The Angler”
(we are on far left)

Have a good old
Wildwood story?
Contact us at
sun-by-the-sea
@verizon.net

“Winter must be cold for those with no warm memories.”  ~Anon.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


